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For MONDAY, September 22, 1794. 





The Second Repart from the Committee of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. 


(Continued from Page 207.) 
GUPSEQUEN t to the difperfion of the Scotch Conven- 


tion, the plan for calling another convention in England 
became the immediate object of the two focieties in London. 
Ata general meeting of delegates held at Norwich, it was 
unanimoufly refolved, that one or more delegates fhall be fent 
to the next General Convention, as foon as called for by their 
London correfpondents. 

Ina letter to the Secretary of the London Correfponding 
Society from the Norwich Societies, they defire to know 
whether the Friends of the People confent to a convention, 
and whether they will take au active part.— Many of our 
friends are fully convinced of the neceffity, legality, and ra- 
tionality of a convention ; but quere whether the time be ex- 
pedient ?” 

Some perfons, who defcribe themfelves as friends to a radical 
reform, write from Newcaftle upon Tyne to the Secretary of 
the Correfponding Society, that they dare affert the natural and 
unalienable rights of man, and have formed themfelves into 
focieties, which meet weekly, admitting none but known 
friends, and have aflumed no name but that of newfpaper comm 
paniesx—They were in great fpirits while the Britith Conven- 
tion continued to act; but after their fuppreffion a damp was 
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caft on the whole.—Subfcriptions were ready to be fent off the 
very night they were fuppreffed.—They with to copy the ex. 
ample of the London Correfponding Society, and to know 
their views and intentions as foon as convenient; and dee 
firing to be favoured with the correfpondence of that Society 
—they conclude by exprefling a hope, ‘ that the hydra of 
tyranny and impofition may foon fall under the guillotine of 
truth and reafon.” The Correfponding Society return an an- 
fwer, in which they exhort the fociety at Newcaftle to be af. 
fured, that the glorious reign of liberty and equality will, ere 
long, be eftablifhed, and modern governments, with every aps 
pendage of wickednefs and corruption, will flee from their gee 
nial influence.—They complain of the rapid advances of def. 
potifm in Great Britain, and exprefs their readinefs cordially 
to unite with every fociety in the three kingdoms, who have 
for their object a full and effcétual reprefentation of the 
people; they therefore have deputed fix of their members to 
meet fix members of the Society for Confticutional Informa- 
tion, to form a Committee of Correfpondence and Co-opera- 
tion.—“ This Committee meets.regularly twice a week, and 
any member delegated by your fociety will meet with every 
information required. We inclofe you a few of our refolu- 
tions, entered into at our general meeting on the 14th of 
April, which will be fufficiently explanatory of our fentiments 
and views. We heartily concur with you in wifhing, that 
the bydra of tyranny and impofition may foon fall under the 
guillotine of truth and reafon.” 

A letter to the Secretary of the London Correfponding So- 
ciety, from the Secretary of the Conftitutional Society at Shefs 
field, gives anaccount of a mecting at Halifax. The friends 
of peace and reform at Halifax held a general public meeting 
in the open air, on April 21ft, 1794, at which were many 
friends from Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Bradford, and 
the adjacent ncighbourhood.—The friends of freedom, after 
the meeting, agreed tohold a general meeting of delegates, in 
order to confider of the meafures to be adopted by them pre 
patory to a general convention.—The people of Halifax were 
adviled by the fociety at Sheffield, to defer the meeting of de- 
legates until further information from the London Correfpond- 
ing Society on that fubje&; and for that reafon application was 
made to the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society, 
requelting as carly intelligence as poffible on that important 
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‘The Society at Briftol applaud the refolution of the Icon- 
don Correfponding Socicty for forming another genera! con- 
vention, and ftate, that their increafing numbers give them 
every reafonable hope of {pon being able more effectually to 
co-operate with that fociety—They defire a fketch of the 
plan refpecting the general convention. In the anfwer of the 
London Correfponding Society it is ftated, that a printed cir- 
cular letter from them has been determined upon, of which 
the Society at Briftol may expect a copy in a few days.— 
This refers to the circular letter for calling a convention, in- 
ferted by your Committee in their former Report. 

Your Gasser have thought it right in this place to call 
the attention of the Houfe to the proceedings of a meeting 
held at Sheffield on the 7th of April, 1794, which form a very 
material part of thefe tranfactions; although it does not ap- 
pear, that at that meeting any refolution was pafled exprefling 
an intention to fend delegates to the intended convention. 

Thefe proceedings confift of an addrefs to the King; an 
addrefs to the nation; certain refolutions ; and fpeeches 
(printed together with them, and) delivered on the fame day 
by a perfon calling himfelf Henry Yorke,x—The title is as fol- 
lows : 

“ Proceedings of the public meeting held at Sheffield in 
“ the open air, on the 7th of April, 1794 3 and alfo, an Ad- 
“ drefs to the Britifh Nation, being An Expofition of the 
“ Motives which have determined the People of Sheffield to 
petition the Houfe of Commons no more on the fubject of 
« dlememee Reform.” 

In the courfe of thefe proceedings it was moved, “ That a 
petition be prefented to the Houfe of Commons for a reform 
in the reprefentation of the people in Parliament :” But fo 
marked was the difapprobation given by the whole meeting to 
this meafure, that not one fingle perfon feconded the motion, 
but a moft profound filence, interrupted only by a few mur- 
murs, was obferved. 

An account is afterwards given of one of Yorke’s {peeches, 
in which, after {peaking of general hiltory, there is the follow- 
ing paflage : 

“ Tt muft be granted that this experience is important, be- 
caufe it teaches the fuffering nations of the prefent day in 
what manner to prepare their combuftible ingredients, and hu- 
manifts in what manner enkindle them, fo as to produce with 
effe& that grand political explofion, which at the fame time 
that it buries defpotifm, alrcady conyulfive and agonizing, in 
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ruins, may raife up the people to the dignity and fublime 
grandeur of freedom. 

© When fucha revolution of fentiment fhall have difperfed 
the mifts of prejudice ; when, by the inceflant thunderings 
from the prefs, the meaneft cottager of our country fhall be 
eclightened, and the fun of reafon hall thine in its fulleft meri- 
dian over us, then the commanding voice of the whole people 
fhall recommend the five hundred and fifty eight gentlemen 
in St. Stephen’s Chapel to go about their bufinefs.”” 

The refolutions adopted at the meeting were : 

« yft, That the people being the true and only fource of 
government, the freedom of {peaking and writing upon any 
f{ubject cannot be denied to the members of a free government, 
without offering the grofleft infult to the majefty of the 
people. 

« 2d, That therefore the condemnation of Citizens Muir, 
Palmer, Skirving, Margarot and Gerrald, to tranfportation, for 
expofing the corruptions of the Britifh government, was an 
a& better fuited to the maxims of a defpotic than a free go- 
vernment. 

“¢ 3d. That the addrefs which has now been read be pre» 
fented to the King, indchalf of the above perfecuted patriots, 

“ 4th. That in every country where the people have no 
fhare in their government, taxation is tyranny. 

“ sth. That therefore a government is tyrannical, or free, 
in proportion as the people are equally or unequally repre- 
tented, 

“ 6th. Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this 
meeting that the people ought to demand as aright, and not pe- 
tition as a favour, for univerfal reprefentation. 

“ ath. That therefore we will petition the Houfe of Com- 
mons no more on this fubject,”’ 

And laftly, (after agreeing to a petition to the King, re- 
fpecting negro flavery, and paffing feveral refolutions on that 
fubject) “ That the committee of the Shefficld Conftitutional 
Society be defired to fee that the above refolutions be carried 
into effect ; and that they prepare an addrefs to the Britith na- 
tion, explanatory of the motives which have induced this meet- 
ing to adopt the refolution of no more petitioning the Houfe of 
Commons on the fubject of reform.” 

The following paflages are extracted from this addrefs, 
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« Friends and Countrymen, 

« We have this day decided, with the exception of only 
one diffentient voice, that the Houfe of Commons fhall never 
again be petitioned by us on the fubject of parliamentary re- 
form.” 

The addrefs then recites the words of the petition of the 
8th of April, 1793, [“* That the Houfe of Commons is not, 
inthe juft fenfe of the words, what your petitioners are from 
form obliged to term it, viz. the Commons of Great Britain 
in Parliament affembled ;”] and then proceeds, in different 
paflages, as follows: 

“ Our petition was received with the utmoft indignation 
by the Houfe of Commons, which was no more than we ex- 
pected.— 

And although our petition was difdainfully rejef&ted, be- 
caofe not couched in language fufficiently polite and refpectf ‘ul 
for the five hundred and fifty-eight gentlemen who fit at the 
Houfe of omnmsons 5 yet, believe us, fellow citizens, we are 
ftill of opinion,‘that the matter it contained was not only juft 
and proper, but we think that even the language which gave 
fo much offence'to the honourable gentlemen, was much too 
polite and too moderate for us. For if the Houfe of Com- 
mons were the real reprefentatives of the people, we certainly 
had a right to dictate, and not to petition, becaufe they could 
be confidered in no other light than as the organs of the pub- 
lic will; and if they refufed to obey that will, they would be 
ufurpers and not reprefentatives.— 

“ However the petition, fuch as it was, being termed difre- 
fpeftful, was thrown out by a majority of 79, there being 29 
only who voted for its being received, and 108 who voted 
againft it.— 

“ Such imperious treatment rather gives warning than 
ftrikes terror. 

® We faid to the Houfe of Commons, we are wronged and 
aggrieved: Will you right us, and redrefs our grievances, or 
will you not? If you 4 we fhall be fatisfied ; if you will 
not, we fhall feck redrefs fome other way. This is the fole 
gueftion with us ; and we put it, as we thought, ina moft be- 
coming ftile to the Houle of Commons, But our petition be- 
ing fcouted, we fhal! trouble them no more with our coarfe 
and unmanne tly language.” It will be our duty to pro- 
ceed, as we have un iformly done hitherto, in enli; ghteni ng the 
public mind; and when a complete revolution of fentiment 
fhall take place (as will fhortly be the cafe) in our countrys ” 
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fhall open our mouths in that. key we think moft agreeable to 
ourfelves.” ‘ And our voice, together with that. of our dif- 
franchifed countrymen, will refemble, perhaps, the thunderings 
from Mount Sinai !’— 

“ Thole who have a right to {peak ina di€tatorial tone, dif- 
grace themfelves by petitioning.” — 

“ Thefe cflential principles are both eafy and comprehen- 
five, . Qu, thefe we build our right to reprefentation, and re- 
nounce the idea of future petitions. By thefe maxims we 
find that every Englifhman is free; and that in the election of 
a fupreme magiftrate, or in the delegation of legiflative powers, 
he concedes his actions to a certain fuperintendance, for, the 
exprefs purpofe of preventing liberty from vaulting over its 
limits, and introducing a fyftem of univerfal violence, injury, 
or licentioufnefs. And a'thoug’ either of thefe two delegated 
powers be fufficient to keep any individual to his duty, or to 
controul every aflociation in the community, yet they are 
always inferior to the force which the whole fociety might 
exert, and are amenable to that fociety, either in an aflembly of 
the nation, or ina deputation formed for that purpofe.— 

“ Ads of Parliament, unleis fanétioned by the approving 
voice of the whole community, or their reprefentativesy are 
nothing lefs than arbitrary edicts under different names, and 
bear a {trong refemblance to the refcripts of the Emperors, or 
the decretals of the Vatican. 

“ What is the conftitution to us, if we are nothing to it? 
And what is any government but tyranny, in which the people 
have no fhare? The conftitution of Britain, indeed, is highly 
extolled, as the greateft effort of human wifdom; fo is the 
conftitution of Turkey at Conftantinople : But thefe are pre- 
judices ; and the Jong tyranny of prejudice is verging to a 
{peedy termination. — 

“ Yes, countrymen, we demand equality of rights, in 
which is included equality of reprefentation; without which 
terror is law, and the obligations of juftice are weakened, be- 
caufe unfanQioned by the facred voice of the people. We 
are not {peaking of that vifionary equality of property, the 
practical affertion of which would defolate the world, and re- 
plunge it into the darkeft and wildett barbarifin 5 but that equae 
lity we claim is to make the flave a man, the man a citizen, 
and the citizen an integral part of the ftate ; to make hima 
joint fovereign, and not a fubject.”” 

The reafon which induced the meeting at Sheficld to omit 
any refolutions upon the fubject of the intended convention, 
have 
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have been diftinGly ftated, by two perfons who had been Secre- 
taries to the Conftitutional Society in that town, 

From their examination it appears, that a number of printed 
circular letters had been received at Sheffield from the Secretary 
to the London Correfponding Society, relative to a convention, 
and that the Sheffield Society objected to the calling it at this 
time, but had no objection to the meafure itfelf; that it was 
their opinion that the Britifh Convention at Edinburgh ought 
to have fecured the confidence of the people by a public ad- 
drefs to the nation, before they had ventured to fit as a perma- 
nent body ; and that the addrefs from Sheffield to the nation, 
containing a recommendation that no more petitions fhould be 
prefented to Parliament, was intended to prepare the people for 
aconvention, 


(To be continued.) 


-_ ete ———— 





Memoirs of the late celebrated Robefpierre the Elder ; 
with a Sketch of his Charaéter. 


HE fanguinary fubje& of this article was born in the 

French town of Arras, in the province of Artois, ia 

the year 1759. Of his youth we know {carcely any thing 

worthy of being recorded, except that he was remarkable, at 

a very early period of life, for a peculiar fternnefs of deporte 

ment, and a moft uncommon and unconquerable adherence to 
his own opinions. 

Previous to the revolution of 1789 he exercifed his pro- 
feflion as alawyer at Arras, where his abilities procured bim 
the patronage of the Bifhop of that place ; and it was through 
the intereft of that prelate that he was elected a Member of 
the Conflituent Aflembly, being named as the colleague of 
M. Braflart, the moft eminent advocate of the Parliament of 
Arras. In this aflembly he greatly diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his defence of the liberty of the prefs, and by fupporting the 
motion for admitting the Jews to all the privileges of other 
fubjects. The motion in favour of the Jews was moft vehe- 
mently oppoied by the then Abbé but now Cardinal Maury, 
who difgraced his talents and his learning by ftooping to adopt 
thofe low topics of invective againft that unfortunate people 
which we too often hear made ufe of in the ftreets by the 
loweit of the rabble, Such wretched declamation as this was 
{con overpowered by the powerful arguments of Robefpierre 
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and Clement Tonnerre, and the Jews were adinitted to the 

fame privileges as the Catholics. But the conduct of Ro. 
hefpierre in other refpeéts was not equally laudable ; for from 
having been a tool to the Orleans faction, he became one of 
their bittereft enemies ; and forgetting his obligations to his 
patron, the Bifhop of Arras, he was one of the firft to propofe 
the expulfion of the clergy. 

When the Conftituent Affembly was diffolved, Robefpicrre 
was fo diftinguifhed by his attachment to the Jacobins, that 
his popularity was greatly increaled, one important effect of 
which was his being elected, in September, 1792, a Deputy to 
the National Convention for the department of Paris. It is 
well known how various and violent the contefts for power 
were between the contending parties who formed the National 
Convention; and in thefe Robefpierre took a very confpicuous 
part, and was indeed the fubject of feveral of them himfelf, 
Soon after the opening of the Convention, Danton and Cou- 
thon violently accufed Marat and others of forming a party 
for the purpofe of ruling the Convention, and of raifing Ro- 
befpierre to the DiGlatorthip. This charge turned out to be 
groundlefs, was flatly denied by Robefpierre, and ended in the 
ftrengthening his party, by the junction with him of Danton 
2nd Couthon. 

The next contefts of importance were thofe between the 
Briflotines and the party of Danton, of whom Robefpierre 
was one of the chief. The former had a majority in the 
Convention ; the latter were fupported by the Jacobins and 
the Commune. Thefe contefts produced long and violent 
debates in the Convention, and were attended with important 
confequences. The 5th of November, 1792, was the day 
fixed on for Robefpierre to defend himfelf from the charge 
which was now again brougtt, of afpiring to be a Dictator, a 
Triumvir, ora Tribune. Of this charge he cleared himfelf 
in a very able manner, and fo much to the fatisfaction of the 
Convention, apparently at leaft, that they pafled on to the or- 
der of the day on this accufation, which was brought forward 
by Louver. 

From this time the party of Briffot declined, and that of 
Robefpierre rapidly increafed. After feveral fkirmifhes, the 
contending factions had a trial for the maftery on the rit of 
June, 1793, This conteft terminated in a decree ordering 
the arreit of Briflot, Pethion, and others of that party, and in 
the elevation of Robefpierre to the higheft pinnacle of agg 
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For a fhort period he wielded the force of France juft as he 
pleafed againft the Allied Powers. 

- A remarkable circumftance endeared Robefpierre more and 
more to the party he had efpoufed, and this was an attempt to 
aflafinate him. The facts, as related by Barrere in the Con- 
vention, are as follows: —On the 23d of May, 1794, at nine 
at night, a young woman, aged twenty years, went to the houfe 
of Duplai, with whom Robefpierre lodged, and begged to 
fpeak with the latter. On being told he was not at home, fhe 
replied infolently, ** It is truly aftonifhing, that he, who is a 
public functionary, fhould not be athome: As a public func- 
tionary he is bound to reply to all thofe who fhall addrefs them- 
felves to him.” 

This infolent language gave rife to fufpicion; the girl was 
accordingly apprehended, and carried before the Committee of 
General Safety. On the way, the faid to her guards, that un- 
der the ancient government, when there wasa King, an au- 
dience could be obtained: And that fhe would {pill the laft 
drop of her blood to have a King. 

When before the Committee, fhe gave the following ac- 
count of herfelf: * My name is Aimée Cecile Regnault. 
Iam 20 years of age ; and the daughter of a ftationer in the 
ftreet la Lantern, near to Marmoufets, in the fection of la 
Citeé,”’ 

The following queftions were put to her :—Why did you 
go to the houfe where Roberfpierre lives —To {peak with 
him? 

Do you know Robefpierre ?—No. 

For what purpofe did you want to fee him ?—-Too fee if he 
fuited me. 

What do you mean by this expreflion?—That does not 
concern you. 

Did you fay that, as a public functiqnary, Robefpierre ought 
at all times to be ready to fee thofe who had bufinefs with 
him ?—I did, 

Did you declare, that you would fpill every drop of blood in 
your body to havea King again ?—Yes, 

Do you perfift in that declaration ?—Yes, for you are fifty 
thoufand tyrants, and I went to Robefpierre’s lodgings to fee of 
what a tyrant was made. 

A packet found upon her was now opened; it contained a 
complete woman’s drefs. The following queitions were 
pat to her: Why did you carry the packet about you? 
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Becaufe, as I expeéted to be carried to that place whither 
I thall foon go, I wifhed to have a change of linen. 

On being afked what fhe meant by the latter reply, the an. 
fwered, ‘* the prifon from whence fhe was to be conveyed'to 
the guillotine.” 

She had on her perfon two knives, and was interrogated as 
to the purpofe for which they were deftined. Reply, © the 
did not with to employ them to the injury of any one.” 

A few days after Amiral and Aimée Cecile Regnault, for 
attempting to affaffinate Roberfpierre and Collot d’Herbois, 
together with fifty-two others, accufed of being concerned in 
that confpiracy, were condemned to death by the Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal. Itis hardly neceflary to add, that execution 
followed very foon after fentence. Mad, Regnaule died like 
one who had aéted from principle. 

But the enormous degree cf power of which Robefpierre 
was now poffefled ended in his ruin. He ruled with a rod of 
iron ; and the leaft oppofition to his meafures was fure to end 
fatally. The guillotine was in almoft perpetual exercile, few 
days pafling without fome victims being offered up at its fan- 
guinary fhrine. Indeed, a blood-thirfty ferocity was the dif 
tinguifhing feature of this temporary tyrant’s conduct. The 
cruel executions of which he was the author were committed 
under the idea of their being neceflary to the fafety of the 
Republic ; and it was fome time before the nation difcovered 
that thefe atrocities were in reality only the contrivances of 
Robelpierre to get removed out of the way fuch as had either 
offended him, or whom he confidered as dangerous becaufe too 
powerful rivals. So numerous and fo wanton, however, did 
his butcheries foon become, that they fpeedily rendered him an 
of ject of general exccration. 

Even Danton, the bold and daring Danton, became at length 
the viclim of his hatred, and a charge of corruption being 
brought acaint him, which was fully proved, he underwent the 
puvifhment of the guillotine. It was the ftern republicanifm 
of Robefpierre, and his obftinate incorruptibility, that enabled 
hia to preferve his popularity fo long as he did, and that coun- 
terbalanced the i!l-will he excited by bis cruelty, and the envy 
which the fuccefs of his ambitious projeéts had naturally drawa 


cown upon him, 


At length, Robefpierre tock a ftep which fpeedily oceafioned 
his overthrow. On the roth of June, 1794, he influenced the 
Conv nton to pafs a decree, by which the Committees of 
Public and General Safety were authorized to fend fuch pere 
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fons before the Revolutionary Tribunal as they believed to 
have been guilty of crimes againft the Republic, and from 
this power even the Members of the Convention were not 
exempted. Bourdon of 1|’Oife, Merlin of Douay, Tallien, 
and many other Members of the Convention, became, na- 
turally enough, alarmed for their own fafety. They formed 
plots to undermine the power of Robefpierre. ‘They were 
fpeedily and completely fuccefsful. For on the 27th of July, 
1794, after a violent debate in the Convention, Tallien and his 
party fucceeded in procuring a decree for hisarreft, which accord- 
ingly took place. And the next day, Robefpierre the elder, his 
younger brother, Couthon, St. Juft, Henriot, Lavalette, Du- 
mas, anda number of others of their party were guillotined. 
So fudden was the change from the height of popularity to 
the extreme of diftrefs ; from the pofleffion of almoft unli- 
mited authority to the being treated as a criminal, and fuffer- 
ing by the hands of the public executioner. ‘The joy the peo- 
ple expreffed at the place of execution is hardly conceivable ; 
and the fhouts of * Ah the villains! Vive la Convention !”" 
were loud and unanimous. Previous to his being conducted 
to the place of execution, he had defended himfelf with a knife, 
and was wounded in the conteft; and in this miferable con- 
dition, with his face covered with blood, he underwent the 
axe of that very guillotine which he had been fo very active in 
keeping employed. 





CHARACTER of ROBESPIERRE. 


Among the many charaéters of Robefpierre which have lately 
appeared, in different publications, the following one, ex- 
tracted from a Parifian Journal, is confidered as the beft 
and the moft ftriking : 

Robefpierre was fhort in ftature, being only five feet and be- 
tween two and three inches high; his ftature was ftraight and 
eret, his gait firm, animated, and fomewhat haughty ; he often 
bent his hands inwards, which was the confequence of a con- 
trafiion of his nerves ; a fimilar motion was obferved in his 
neck and his fhoulders, which he diftorted and inclined one 
moment to the right and another to the left; his drefs was 
elegant ; and he wore his hair always drefled in a neat and 
fymmetrical ftyle. 

In this particular he refembled Mirabeau; though in all 
other things he vainly endeavoured to emulate him. 


2M2 His 
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His phyfiognomy, fomewhat gloomy, difplayed nothing re. 
markable nor ftriking; his complexion was yellowifh, his 
eyes were dark and troubled, and their frequent winking feemed 
to proceed from the above-mentioned nervous affection; to 
preferve his fight he conftantly wore fpectacles ; he had the 
art of foftening his icreeching and difcordant voice, and to 
render graceful his provincial diale&t ; (Robefpierre was born 
at Arras in Artois ;) but never bad he openly looked into an 
honeft man’s face, He was not unacquainted with the magic 
powers of declamation, and was in fome meafure endowed 
with this talent. His {peeches were remarkable for a fpirit of 
contradiClion, and he often made ule of irony againtt his op- 
ponents. His ftyle was extremely rugged and uneven: [is 
delivery, harmonious here and coaife there, now brilliant, then 
and often trite and common, was every where interwoven with 
common-place arguments and hackneyed paflages on virtue, 
vice, confpiracies, plots, &c. He was an orator of the mid- 
dlin@ claf-, even when he had previoufly prepared his {peeches, 
He aimed at making an impreffion, but ftill he could never 
foar above the {phere of a fecond rate {peaker ; he would then 
grafp his fugitive ideas, like a fleeping man who grafps the 
phantom of his dream. His mind, taken altogether, was not 
very fertile, though his refutations were clear and per{picuous; 
the {phere of his ideas was narrow and confined, as is generally 
the cafe with thofe men who occupy themfelves too much 
with their own affairs. In fa@, while uttering the high-found- 
ing words of virtue and country, he, at the bottom, only 
thought of himfelf. Pride, was the bafis of his character; 
among his wifhes, that of being deemed a literary genius, 
or of enjoying the reputation of high learning was certaiuly 
one; his efforts for acquiring the fame of a politician, were 
ftill more powerful ; he {poke with contempt of Pitt, yet, in 
his heart, he thought no man fuperior to Pitt, but himfelf. 
The fuppofed calumnies in the Englith new{papers, tickled his 
heart with fecret pleafure; and when he denounced thofe jours 
nals, both his utterance and expreffion befpoke the gratification 
of his vanity ; and, to ufe a common expreffion, they made 
his mouth water ; he felt a moft exquifite pleafure in hearing 
the French armies called the foldiers of Robefpierre ; he en- 
joyed, with a kind of voluptuous fenfation, the derifion and 
abufe of the Duke of York, and confidered them as fo many 
compliments paid to him. He was pleafed with being num- 
bered among the tyrants, 
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Both impudent and daftardly, he covered his manoeuvres and 
artifices with the deepeft veil of fecrecy. If any member of 
the Convention made a motion which he did not like, he fud- 
denly turned towards him, aad eyed him for fome minutes with 
a threatening mien. 

Weak and vindiftive, moderate and fenfual, chafte by his 
temperament, and licentious in his imagination, the attractive 
looks of the ladies in no {mall degree flattered his expanfive 
vanity. He was fond of attracting their looks ; and even 
mixed coquetry with his ambition: He ordered women to be 
put under arreft, that he might have the pleafure of fetting 
them again at liberty; he made them weep, that he might 
have the pleafure of wiping off their tears. He fwayed with 
artifice the fections, flattered his tools ; but ¢here always ap- 
peared fomething myfterious in his proceedings. He took a 
fmall number of the Convention under his protection, and all 
the réft he made tremble. 

He envied all the living great men ; and if he found any 
one afpire to fame or celebrity, he was fure to leave nothing 
untried to encompafs his fall; he could not even acknowledge 
departed greatne{s and merit; and would have felt no fcruple 
to guillotine the dead, fo he could have ufurped their reputation 
and rank. In a word Robefpierre was without any natural 
great genius of his own; he could not create circumftances, 
but he knew how to profit by them with dexterity. 

He pofleffed the confummate hypocrify of a Cromwell, and 
the cruelty of a Sylla; but was not endowed with cither their 
political or military talents. 

Robefpierre now ftands in the clafs of thofe tyrants of hu- 
manity, who oppreffed their fellow-creatures, and who, by fo 
doing, tranfmitted their memory to the execrations and curfes 
of the lateft pofterity. 








Monthly Agricultural Report for Avguft. 


HE annals of Agriculture for the laft century have not 
exhibited an inftance of fo heavy a harveft having been 
houfed within fo fhort a period as that of the prefent year. 
Scarcely an acre of beans was to be feen on the ground on the 

laft day of Augult. 
The reports of the new wheats differ very much from vae 
rious diftri@s. ‘The crops of Kent, Effex, and Sufiex, are exe 

pected 
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pected to rife the beft, and to produce the fineft famples, though 
many parts of thefe have fuffered much by the blacks and mil- 
dews. The wefternand fouthern counties run more to ftraw, 
and will confequently find the produce of corn lighter. The 
crops, in point of produce, have univerfally run in priority thus 
—1. Clover lays.—2. Cafed tare etches. —3. Ditto bean ditto, 
—4. Fallowed lands. But the fuperiority of the wheats 
from the former were never more decidedly marked than in 
the prefent crops, 

In the north their corn is more abundant than ufual, but the 
general quality is coarfe. 

The barleys are a good crop, and the famples are clean. 

Beans are notin general more than three-fourths of a crop, 
and thefe uncommonly {mall. 

Peafe and tares will rife to little or nothing. The latter 
have already reached the uncommon price of 1]. 1s. per bufhel. 

Oats turn out better than was looked for. The fens never 
experienced before fuch burdens, as ftanding crops. 

Clover feed has generally failed; the average produce will 
not exceed one bufhel an acre throughout the ifland. 

The hop plantations ftill admit of various {peculations, al- 
though the picking is pretty generally begun. 

In Kent the mould has been much increafed by the late 
fhowery weather, and moft of the high grounds have fuffered 
by the feverity of the winds in every county; for thefe caufes 
the ideal duty has declined to 140,000). 

The late fine rains are likely to afford that pafturage which 
has been fo generally wanted. The young clovers are much 
improved by them, as well as the latter-fown turnips for fheep 
feed ; but the early plants for ftall feeding are not only fcarce, 
but thin and irregular. 

Lean ftock of moft kinds is getting up, from the promifing 
appearance of autumnal feed ; but the numerous droves on 
the road from the north as well as Wales, will probably reduce 
the prices at the approaching fairs. Sheep and lambs from 
good flocks fells freely and dear. “The South Downs ftill cone 
tinuc to “© bear the bell.” 

In wool there is Jittle or no variation fince laft report. 
Prime beef is fcarcer and dearer than ever: Other meats are 
morc reafonable. Pigs are cheap, trom the extreme fcarcity 
of peafe ; but ftore hogs, in good condition, begin now to be 
bought up by the diftilleries and Victualling Office at high 
prices, 
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Sketch of a Tour from Briel to Rotterdam. 


V E were ferried, acrofs the Maes, from Briel to the ifland 

of Rofenburg. The wagen, as it is called by the 
Dutch, is the only mode of conveyance hither. The form is 
not unlike our Englifh waggon ; with the addition of gilding 
and all the colours inthe Dutch prifm. It is drawn bya pair 
of horfes ; and the driver, who is flow and fteady, feldom ufes 
his whip, but generally applies one foot in its ftead, while the 
other reits on a piece of iron turned up from the axle, which 
fupplies the place of a foot-board. 

After travelling about feven miles, on an indifferent road, 
we reached Maefland Sluys; a neat and beautiful village, 
chiefly inhabited by fifhermen. The harbour is very confide- 
rable, and contains from two to three hundred herring buffes ; 
the herring fifhery being the principal fupport of the place. 
Canals run through moft of the ftreets, which are extenfive, 
and well built. 

In our way to Rotterdam, diftant about fourteen miles, we 
pafled through Vlarding, a handfome fifhing town ; Schiedam, 
the moft famous place in Holland for diftilling geneva, con- 
taining near three hundred diftill-houfes; and Delfthhaven,a 
beautiful village, pleafantly fituated by the water-fide. Not 
far from Shiedam is a {mall village, called Pynaker; worthy of 
being mentioned, as the birth-place of a charming land{cape 
painter, who takes his name from the village. 

The approach to Rotterdam is peculiarly beautiful ; con- 
fifting of a fine avenue nearly a mile in length, with a broad 
canal paffing through the centre, and bordered with lofty trees, 
at the extremity of which the city is entered by the Delft 
gate. 

Rotterdam has peculiar advantages, from the depth of the 
canals, which carry fhips of large burthen even to the docrs of 
the merchants: And the fpacious quays, with the elegant 
houfes, or rather palaces, of the merchants, and the numerous 
maits of fhips, lofty tress, and other pleafing objects, exhibit a 
moft beautiful and picturefque appearance. Boomp Quay, or 
the Boompies, on te Maes bank, furpafies all imagination. 

We arrived at the time of the annual fair; during which 
the principal ftreets are lined with booths or ftalls arranged 
clole to the canals, and loaded with articles of merchandize, 
fiom the moft trifling toys for infants, to the richeft gold and 
filver trinkets for “ children of larger growth.” To fee 
however, the produce of our own country held in fuch high 
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eftimation, and make fo confiderable a figure as it does, is no 
{mall fatisfa€tion to an Englifhman. 

The Dutch lads and laffes, all in their holiday cloaths, with 
large trunk hofe, long flowered waiftcoats, and plaited petti- 
coats, form altogether a fcene fo grotefque, that “ Nature 
feems to wear an univerfal grin.” Such, indeed, is the nature 
of a Dutchman’s drefs, that the North Hollanders in particu- 
lar, frequently wear a family fuit which has ferved three or 
four generations: And an old Dutchman informed us, fpeak- 
ing on this fubject, that out of one pair of wedding breeches 
made up forty years ago, he had a compleat fuit of cloaths for 
himfelf twenty years afterwards, 

The fair lafts about three weeks; during which time, beggars 
of every defcription are permitted to range unmolefted: But 
how thefe poor wretches exift at other times is aftonifhing, as 
they are never fuffered to appear in the ftreets. It feems pro- 
bable, however, that they go as much as poffible from fair to 
fair; the privilege of begging, on thefe occafions, being alfo 
allowed at Amfterdam, and in moft of the provinces. 

We faw, at the fair, a more miferable wretch, than any beg- 
gar ; this was no other than a famous mifer, upwards of go 
years of age, and faidto be the richeft man in Rotterdam. He 
is an emaciated figure, appearing more than half ftarved, with 
cloaths fo extremely threadbare, that they are become a mere 
fieve, capable of letting any thing through but his money. 
This fingular charaGter, who of courfe caters for himfelf, ob- 
ferving the butcher puta fmall piece of paper in the {cale, 
merely for cleanlinefs, eagerly cried out—** What are you do- 
ing ! take that out: I came to buy meat, not paper !” 

The cathedral of St. Lawrence is a large and gloomy build- 
ing, full of atchievements, covered with black velvet. All 
along the aifles are arranged rufh-bottom chairs, numbered; 
clofe to which are fmall boxes, with ftoves, for the ufe of the 
ladies. ‘The tower is lofty, and well worth afcending ; fince 
it affords a good view of the Haguc, Delft, Amfterdam, Dort, 
Briel, Utrecht, and many other places. 

The Exchange, which was built, or rather finifhed, in 1736, 
is a handfome quadrangular edifice, but confiderably fmaller 
than thatof London. 

The Weefe, or Orphan Houfe, where fix hundred boys and 
girls are very decently provided for, is a building that weil de- 
ferves notice; and the curiofities in the College of Anatomy 
arc by no means unworthy a vifit. 

0 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by F. WW. of Frome, to W. H.'s Rebus, inferted the 16th 
of ae 7946 


HE feveral parts, if right combin’d, 
JERUSALEM will bring to mind, 

*}*® We have received the like anfwer from J. Collins, of 
Uficulm; Homo, of Cerne; J. R. Toulmin, and William 
Brewer, of Taunton; J. Rofevear, of St. Auftell; T. Pearce, 
of Camelford; P. of Dorfetthire; J. L. Clarke, of Honi- 
ton; Je Commins, of Taviftock; J. Bulgin, of Caftle Ca- 
rey; and A. B. of Ivybridge. 





Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to the Conftant Reader's 
Charade, inferted ‘Fune 23. 


HATHAM is the town you meant, 
And with this anfwer be content. 
+*+ We have received the like anfwer from J. Collins, of 
Uffculm ; Homo, near Cerne; J. Rofevear, of St. Auttell ; 
W. Hawkins, of Crediton; and T. Pearce, of Camelford. 





4n ANAGRAM, by F. Collins, of Uffculm 


River find, tranfpofe the fame, 
A fort of wood you thea will name. 





A4CHARADE, yy & F. 


Y firft isa term that to affes is common; 
My next is a male that is born of a woman; 
My whoie is a port where rogues under fentcnce 
Are deftin’d to groan on the {tool of repentanc 5 
And difclofes the name of the author I ween, 
Who bleeds and draws teeth at tue town of Penryn, 





4 REBUS, by Furze Stub, of Long Mor. 





AIL beft of bleflings! Thou, my firft, all hail! 
And deiznin humble life with me to reit ; 
Be thou my friend, m 'y comforter, my wea il, 
Oh’ quath each envious thought within my breaft ! 
Vou. XXIV. 606, 2N Come 
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Come heaven- born next, inftruc&t a youthful mind, 
With every individual to agree; 

Teach him to conde/cend to pleafe mankind, 
To quit each quarrel, each diflention flee. 


And now, fam’d goddefs! England's fav’rite queen, 
Thy head fhews forth whom Britons much revere ; 
From flay’ry’s bonds thy humble vot’ry {creen, 
O’er freedom’s fpacious caufeway bid him fteer. 


Thou fovercign next refide within my heart, 
Oh Myra fair! the gentle flame return; 
How will each finile belay my anguith’d {mart, 
When both our hearts with equal ardour burn. 


Above the heavens celeftial wifdom dwells, 
Where thou my next proclaims the being one ; 

Oh Good Supreme! thro’ life’s ambiguous dells, 
Keep me from ftrife—yet let thy will be done! 


Come next fair virtue’s placid fifter, deign 
To guard my tongue from rath impertinence 5 
From cenfure’s ranc’rous malice keep thy fwain— 
Thro’ earth’s alluring pleafure guard each fenfe. 


Within my tender bofom take a feat, 
Child of humanity! my generous next; 
Let foft compaffion teach me how to treat 
The wretched poor, the miferably vex’d. 


Come white-rob’d next, pronounce me for thy fon, 
Thro’ ev’ry action be my conftant guide ; 

Tho’ thoufands daily do thy dictates fhun, 
Some have perhaps like Ananias died, 


Oh! cruel next, hard-hearted and fevere, 
Lay not on me thy iron hand of power; 

May Heaven’s All-wife, that Sovereign whom I fear, 
Forbid thy imps to grind the wretched poor, 


Come thou my laft, be gen’rous, good, and free, 

With fuch endowments grace cach noble mind ; 
Particular thy bleffings grant to me, 

That I may firive to pleafe all human kind, 
Colle& the initials, rightly join the fame, 

Ye worthy youths, that ican thefe pages fervent, 
If juftly coun’d they will the parifh name, 

‘That claims the birth of your obcdient fervant. 




















































POETRY. 





Y. 


























P O FE 


Verfes written by Lieutenant 
George Spearing on his De- 
liverance from a Coal Pit, 
September 20, 1794+ 


[Mr. Spearing’s Narrative of 
his wonderful efcape appeared 
in the 2zd volume of the En- 
tertainer, page 339-] 


LMIGHTY GOD! who, 
on this day, 
My life from death didft fave, 
To thee I now prefume to pray, 
And future bleflings crave. 


Oh! grant I ever may confefs 
Thy goodnefs fhewn to me; 
With grateful heart and tongue 

exprefs 
The praife that’s due to thee. 


While in the dreary pit I lay 
My life thou didft fuftain ; 

And, to my comfort | may fay, 
Thou gav’ft refrefhing rain. 


In this, thy providential care 
Is to the world make known, 
And teaches us to fhun defpair 
For thou art God alone. 


Then, fince my life thou did 
preferve, 
Oh! teach me how to live ; 
Let me not from thy precepts 
iwerve ; 
This blefling to me give. 


So will I yearly, on this day, 
My grateful tribute bring, 
In humble thanks to thee alway, 
My Saviour, God, and King. 
G. S. 





tT & ¥. 


An Elegy on the Death of imy 
much-honoured and lamented 
Friend, Winchombe Henry 
Hartley, Efq. late Member of 
Parliament for Berkjbire. 


RIEND of my heart! friend 
of mankind! Adicu! 
Tho’ heav’n remove thee from 
our mortal eyes, 
Thy virtues graven on our breaft 
we view ; 
That goodnefs we have loft, 
we doubly prize. 


Sprung from affe&t‘on, fix’d by 
dear efteem, 
A friendfhip in our infant 
years began : 
Pleas’d I beheld good-nature’s 
lucid beam 
Shine in thy features ripen’d 
into man. 


How many lovely nymphs felt 
Cupid’s dart, 
Whilit their fond eyes my 
friend’s fweet mien admir’d! 
His great attractions drew each 
tender heart, 
By fervent love’s foft infpira- 
ticn fir’d. 


Noble, majeftic, was his fhape 
and air, 
For martial eminence by na- 
ture form’d: 
His country’s good employ’dhis 
anxious Care ; 
Alove of liberty his bofom 
warm'd. 
Once 
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Once party-rage, that blam’d 
his friendly zeal, 

*Gaintt his election all its force 

apply’d : 

His heart would not his fenti- 
ments conceal ; 

Note: np rifing g wiles he meanly 
ry 'd. 


The fons of Berks in cooler mo- 
ments chofe 

My friend as champion of their 
rights and laws : 

To fattion’s plots his fenfe fupe- 
rior rofe ; 

His loyal probity fecur’d ap- 

plauie. 


In ufeful knowledge ¢ train’d from 

early youth, 
He well-improv’d a candid, 

virtuous mind, 

Enlighten’d by religion’s pureft 
truth; 

To all his fellow-creatures gen- 
tie, kind. 


May fome confiftent patriot, 
freedom’s friend, 
In our great fenate fill his vacant 
place ; 
One, whofe fair actions may 
their choice commend, 
And Berkthire’s frec-born vo- 
ters ne’er difgrace. 
Wau. WAINHOUSE. 
Badgworth, near Axbridge, So- 
merfet, _ 23,1794 


JOHNN Y MAY 
[A Parody on “ Gaffer Gray.’’] 
oO! why 
H and qu . ce 


Johnny May? 


; 


t thou quiver 


And why doft thou hang down 
Pw head ? 
saa is the tron bles of life ; 
e “Tis the int of awite, 
6 Thatvexes mei! I’m half dead 
“ Lack-a d “ 17 


Then fvek for the girl of thy 
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And away to the jolly priet 
quic 
« No fweetheart T toaft, 
‘© For no riches I boaft, 
‘ And of wooing and fighing 
* I’m fick, 
** Lack-a-day !” 


Get you gone to the houfe.on 
the hill! 
Johnny May, 
And knock at the old maiden’s 
gate. 
* Oft the puts up her prayers 
* Not to die without ag 
** Yet the fight of a hufband’s 
** her hate, 
*© Lack-a-day! 


The brifk widow lives f{nug in 
the clofe, 
Johnny May, 
Well fielter’d from wind and 
from rain. 
** She'll laugh at my fuit, 
‘© And huff me to boot, 
‘Ifl di _ without money com- 
ain, 


a Lek a “day gf 


The young virgin has beauty 
and wit, 
Johnny May ; 

Tie feafon of love calls d’ye fee. 
** Wit, beauty, and wealth, 
** And the rapture of health, 

‘* Are for great men and beaux 

‘€ —not for me, 


«© Lack-a-day !” 


My purfe is but light I mut 
own, 
Johnsy May ; 
Well then, while it Jafts, lad, 
ve’ll live. 
“© The poor lafs alone, 
** When fhe hears the poor 
** moan, 
«© Will for tendernefs, tenders 
‘© nefs cive, 
“* Lack-a-day !” 


E. 


Kinzfiridee, in Devonfoire 























